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The Garden City Sand Company commenced business in the year 1883 and were the
first to commeneethe shipping of sand by rail to this eity. Tt was incorporated in 1884, nnder
the nnme that it now bears, the entire original eapital nmounting solely to a loah of $300,
It has prospered, and the worth of the compnuy at the prosent time, above liabilitine, amounts
to $100,000, The present manager, C. B. Shofler, was borns in 1847, near Mansfield, Ohio,
He commenced railrosding in o minor position, when ten years of age, and continued con-
stantly at the business until May, 1800, at the same timo managing the business of the sand
oompony and sucecssfully attending to his railroad affairs, withont serious inconvenience to
hinmself or detrimont to the business, He ran n passonger train for the Pennsylvania rail-
rosd for twenty-four yeurs, the last six years being on the limited express, which allowed him
to spend the greator part of his time in Chicago. N, C. Fisher, secretary of this company,
was born in 1850 and was bronght up in Ohio, coming to Chieago in 1878, where he engaged
in the serviee of the Pennsylvanin railrond at the Union depot in 1881, continning in the
service of that company uotil 1887,  In the meantime he uttended to his duties as soeretary
of the company until his Inbors became too great, when he was obliged to relinguish his posi-
tion with the railroad compnoy nnd give his entire sttention to the business of the Garden
City Sand Company. His edueation was obtained in the eommon sehools of Bucyrus, Ohio,
finishing the course at the high school and afterwurd taking a course at Bastman’s college at
Poaghkeepsie, N. Y., after which he left for Chicago, where ho has since made his home.
M:. Shofler and Mr, Fishor commenced business on their own hook, not knowing whether the
experinient wonld be u Josing one or not, inasmuch as they wore severely ridiculed by the
partios who ware then furnishing sand by boat in this city, stoting that the sand of this com.
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paoy was full of loam, dirt, ete., and that it eould not be nsed successfully in the construe-
tion of buildings and other work of like nature. Notwithstunding this assertion, the busi.
ness has grown to such an extent that st the present time their sales amount to upward of
eleven thousand cars per yoar. They purchase molding sand as far cast as Albany, N. Y.,
and ship as far west us Colorado and Montana. The mining of silies, or white sand for
glissmaker's wse, is  very important depariment of their busiuess, aud eonsists of the min-
ing of sand, which is commonly known ns St. Potor sandstove, by the blasting proeess, after
whiah it is taken up by pumps, earried to vats and thoroughly washed by a system of washing
muchinery. Tt ix then tuken from the vats and carried to bins for draining and from there is
taken to the drying machine, after which it is removed from the dryer and stored in elevators on
the same plan as ordinary grain elovators, where it is kept ready for shipment at any time they
may receive orders. In addition to dry sand, they also ship damp sand snd drained sand for
the same purpose.  The silics sand is shipped for varions purposes, such as stone-suwing, for the
making of hand finish for walls, for blnst furnaces, for the munufacture of fire brick und varions
other purposes. Their shipments of building sand af the present time consist of upward of forty
vars daily, to say nothing of the sand earried by their own boat from various points on the cast
shore of Lake Michigan, from Kenosha, Wis., and from their property on South Manitou
Island, Mich., where they have very heavy investments, both in the way of gravel machinery
and sawmill, also several thousand scres of land, which they intend improving as 8 summer
resort, This island consists of about five thousand scres of land, located a little over seven
milos from the ssst shore of Lake Michigan, and i in n direct line from the Straits to Chicago.
A large number of vessels pass there daily, and it is in Tull view of the Loy, which is one of
the best natural harbors ou Loke Michigan, A beatiful luke, fully ove mile in length, is
loeated in the interior of the island, and is adwmirably adapted for bathing purposes, fishing,
rowing nnd other sports of like nature. This island is destined to become one of the most
noted sumwer cesorts on the great ehain of lakes, having many advantages not possessed by
any ofther resort in the North, They have their own yards in various parts of Chicago,
wecessiblo both by rail and by witer, and their outfit for the handling of sand is & most complete
one, They are supposed to handle more kinds of saud, and in greater quantity, than any
like oomeern in this conntry, In the firo brick department their sales have increased from
yesir to year to suech an extent that they compare favorsbly with the sales of the Iargest snd
oldest concerns in their line in the city, bandling all the standard grades of brick at moderate
prices and profits, and for this reason they are able to secure n larger business than older
establishments who do not figure in the same mamner, Their roofing and paving gravel is
obtained principally from South Manitou Island, Mich., whick i known to contain only
twenty per oent, of lime, while the lake shore gravel, found in the vicinity of Chieago, is
found, npon analyss, to contain from thirty Lo thirty-four per esut.  No large building has
bean constructed in this eity, in recent years, that has not been furnished with morw or less
waterial by this company, either to the mason, the plasterer, the tilesetter, the eontractor
who furnishes the conerete flooring, or various other trades who use sand more or less in
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putting np their work. Among the large buildings which were furnished almost exclu-
sively with materinls by this company, especially the sand used in their construetion, is the
Auditorium, the Rookery, the Phenix building, Adams Express building, the Owings baild-
ing, James H. Walker & Co’s building, the United States Appraiser’s building, the Grand
Central depot, and many others.

-




	[29]IndustrialChicago-1891-1.jpg
	[29]IndustrialChicago-1891-2.jpg
	[29]IndustrialChicago-1891-3.jpg

